32nd FFA Futsal National Championships

OPEN WOMEN – DAY TWO
ANYONE’S GAME IN WOMEN’S COMPETITION
A succession of drawn matches has left competition for spots in the semi-finals of the Women’s tournament at the FFA Futsal National Championship wide open with only Queensland looking certain of securing a place amongst the last four after a day of intense, tight play at the AIS Arena. 
Defending champions Queensland enjoyed a stellar second day reaping the maximum six points possible from their two fixtures without conceding a goal. After an opening day draw with ACT Cobras it was business as usual for the Maroons as they easily accounted for an outclassed Western NSW 5-0. Western were gritty opponents for most of the game but Queensland had too much where it counted, in the final third. Five different players troubled the scorers with Leigh Ferguson, captain Brooke Skelly, the influential Kate Orkild, Georgie Bridges and Sophie Lamberton claiming the goals.
It was a tougher task that faced Justin Morrison’s team just after the lunch break though as NSW Lightning proved tenacious opponents. It took a single goal, netted by Tiffany Roberts, to break the deadlock, although the same player nearly added a second barely sixty seconds after the deadlock had been broken. 

The ACT Cobras hopes of gaining a spot in the semi-finals took what could have been a huge blow with a narrow 2-1 loss to NSW Thunder coming on the back of a 4-4 draw with Victoria leaving the home team playing catch up at the top of the table. To compound their woes leading scorer Sarah Crittenden was sent off for violent conduct minutes before the NSW Thunder won the match through a goal from Zoeie Redman. Earlier in the match Crittenden had equalised for the ACT after Natasha Lo Guidice had given the Thunder the early advantage.

The morning fixture with Victoria brought plenty of excitement and lots of goals. The Cobras showed great fortitude to fight back from a 3-1 deficit to claw their way in front only for the most unfortunate of own goals to derail their hopes of a win. Becky Roche (2), Kim Crocker and Crittenden scored for the Cobras with Stephanie Peluso (2), Stephanie Tanti and the own goal replying for the Victorians who played their part in an end-to-end match. 

And the Cobras rekindled their dreams of National glory thanks to a last-gasp goal from Becky Roche. Roche was on hand in the final minute to slot home from close range at the end of a quality team move to secure the points in a 2-1 win. Kylie Meehan had put Southern NSW ahead in the first half before Amanda Aurousseau equalised with a vital captain’s goal setting the scene for Roche’s late heroics.

NSW Thunder had seen off Southern NSW 2-0 in the opening match of the day with goals from Stephanie Haim and Caitlan Jarvie whilst the match between Victoria and Western NSW ended 1-1. Chloe Drinoczky gave Victoria the lead only for Melissah Parlatto to level. 
The matches between Victoria and NSW Lightning and Western NSW and NSW Thunder kicked off late in the evening. 
STATISTICS

Round 2
Southern NSW 0 NSW Thunder 2 (Caitlan Jarvie, Stephanie Haim)
ACT Cobras 4 (Becky Roche (2), Kim Crocker, Sarah Crittenden) Victoria 4 (Stephanie Tanti, Stephanie Peluso (2), own goal)
Western NSW 0 Queensland 5 (Leigh Ferguson, Brooke Skelly, Kate Orkild, Sophie Lamberton, Georgie Bridges)
Round 3

Queensland 1 (Tiffany Roberts) NSW Lightning 0
NSW Thunder 2 (Natasha Lo Guidice, Zoeie Redman) ACT Cobras 1 (Sarah Crittenden)
Victoria 1 (Chloe Drinoczky) Western NSW 1 (Melissah Parlatto)
Round 4

Southern NSW 1 (Kylie Meehan) ACT Cobras 2 (Amanda Aurousseau, Becky Roche)
NSW Lightning v Victoria – late kick off

Western NSW v NSW Thunder – late kick off
TABLE – POOL A

	Pos
	Team
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	GD
	Pts

	1
	Queensland
	3
	2
	1
	0
	9
	3
	+6
	8

	2
	ACT Cobras
	4
	1
	2
	1
	9
	9
	0
	7

	3
	NSW Thunder
	2
	2
	0
	0
	4
	1
	+3
	6

	4
	Victoria
	3
	0
	2
	1
	7
	8
	-1
	4

	5
	Western NSW
	3
	0
	2
	1
	3
	8
	-5
	4

	6
	Southern NSW
	3
	1
	0
	2
	4
	6
	-2
	3

	7
	NSW Lightning
	2
	0
	1
	1
	2
	3
	-1
	2


LEADING SCORERS

3 Becky ROCHE (ACT), Kate ORKILD (Queensland)
2 Sarah CRITTENDEN (ACT), Sophie LAMBERTON (Queensland), Effi RODOPOULOS (Southern NSW), Stephanie PELUSO (Victoria), Own GOALS
1 Amanda AUROUSSEAU, Maja BLASCH, Kim CROCKER, Luisa MARZOTTO, Nicole SOMI (all ACT Cobras), Sarah SEMAAN, Jo-Anne SALIBA (NSW Lightning), Stephanie HAIM, Caitlan JARVIE, Natasha LO GUIDICE, Zoeie REDMAN (all NSW Thunder), Georgie BRIDGES, Leigh FERGUSON, Brooke SKELLY, Tiffany ROBERTS (all Queensland), Hayley BUCKINGHAM (Southern NSW), Anna ERRINGTON, Melissah PARLATTO (both Western NSW), Chloe DRINOCZKY, Natalie EXON, Stephanie TANTI, Leisl WOODS (all Victoria)
