32nd FFA Futsal National Championships

OPEN WOMEN – DAY THREE

MARZOTTO HAT-TRICK INSPIRES ACT COBRAS

A hat-trick to Luisa Marzotto, the first of the tournament, put the home town ACT Cobras back in the driving seat in the race for the semi-finals with a 4-0 win over Western NSW. Marzotto’s treble, two in the first half and one after the interval, has left the ACT second on the ladder and looking good for a place in the last four. The goal scoring of Marzotto, who now had four goals this week, included a sumptuous back-heel that flummoxed Sophie Harper in the Western NSW goal. The comfortable win was completed in the final seconds when Maja Blasch tapped in from close range.

Results throughout the morning continued to indicate the openness of the Women’s competition with defending champions Queensland, who had looked certain of a semi-final spot after the opening four rounds, surprisingly beaten by Victoria, 3-2, in an upset result. Lauren Farrugia was the standout for the Victorians controlling the game from the back with some composed Futsal and scoring a brace of cracking goals to put her team 2-0 ahead at half-time. Stephanie Tanti added a third in the second half, a goal sandwiched by a double strike from the competition’s leading scorer, the Maroon’s Kate Orkild, as Victoria forced their way back into contention.

Unfortunately for Queensland, serious injuries seem to have scuppered hopes of defending their crown. Orkild, who had been in truly outstanding form, suffered a heavy knock to the back of her head when tumbling following a challenge in the teams 1-4 reverse to NSW Thunder in the early evening clash. Orkild landed on her back and cracked her head on the hard surface and looked in some discomfort as she was led from the field. To compound their woes the impressive Sophie Lamberton was then carried from the pitch after what appeared to be knee ligament damage that looks likely to end her participation. Whether Orkild returns to the fray will depend on medical advice received overnight.

The game itself saw Brooke Skelly give Queensland the lead before the Thunder hit back in some style. Claire Walsh equalised for the NSW team and further goals from Renee Tomkins (2) and Natasha Lo Guidice, star of the Youth team last season, secured an important win for the Thunder.

Back to the morning and the all-NSW battle between the Thunder and Lightning was, as many predicted, a tight affair settled by a solitary goal scored by Claire Walsh after a neat build up. The Thunder, who were beaten 4-2 by Western NSW in the late game on Day Two, suddenly found themselves top of the ladder after four games and looking good for a place in the last four. Western NSW recovered from that setback to see off their Southern NSW rivals 3-2. Lauren Didusko, Vanessa Lee and Megan Embleton struck for Western with the winning goal coming in the final two minutes. Hayley Buckingham and Michelle Petschy replied for Southern.

Southern’s slim hopes of making the semi finals ended on Day Three with a 3-1 loss to NSW Lightning. Jo-Anne Saliba, Sarah Semaan and Ivana Bojanovic netted for the Lightning and despite Hayley Buckingham scoring her third of the week Southern fell short of the win needed to keep them in contention.

STATISTICS
Round 5
NSW Thunder 1 (Claire Walsh) NSW Lightning 0
Victoria 3 (Lauren Farrugia (2), Stephanie Tanti) Queensland 2 (Kate Orkild (2))
Western NSW 3 (Lauren Didusko, Vanessa Lee, Megan Embleton) Southern NSW 2 (Hayley Buckingham, Michelle Petschy)

Round 6
Queensland 1 (Brooke Skelly) NSW Thunder 4 (Claire Walsh, Renee Tomkins (2), Natasha Lo Guidice)
Southern NSW 1 (Hayley Buckingham) NSW Lightning 3 (Jo-Anne Saliba, Sarah Semaan, Ivana Bojanovic)
ACT Cobras 4 (Luisa Marzotto (3), Maja Blasch) Western NSW 0

TABLE 

	Pos
	Team
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	GD
	Pts

	1
	NSW Thunder
	5
	4
	0
	1
	11
	6
	+5
	12

	2
	ACT Cobras
	5
	2
	2
	1
	12
	9
	+3
	10

	3
	Western NSW
	6
	2
	2
	2
	10
	15
	-5
	10

	4
	Queensland
	5
	2
	1
	2
	12
	10
	+2
	8

	5
	NSW Lightning
	5
	2
	1
	2
	7
	5
	+2
	8

	6
	Victoria
	5
	1
	2
	2
	10
	12
	-2
	7

	7
	Southern NSW
	5
	1
	0
	4
	7
	12
	-4
	3


LEADING SCORERS

5 Kate ORKILD (Queensland)

4 Luisa MARZOTTO (ACT Cobras)

3 Becky ROCHE (ACT), Renee TOMKINS (NSW Thunder), Hayley BUCKINGHAM (Southern NSW)
2 Maja BLASCH, Sarah CRITTENDEN (both ACT Cobras), Jasmina KASIC, Sarah SEMAAN, Jo-Anne SALIBA (all NSW Lightning), Stephanie HAIM, Natasha LO GUIDICE, Claire WALSH (all NSW Thunder), Sophie LAMBERTON, Brooke SKELLY (both Queensland), Effi RODOPOULOS (Southern NSW), Melissah PARLATTO (Western NSW), Lauren FARRUGIA, Stephanie PELUSO, Stephanie TANTI (all Victoria), Lauren DIDUCSZKO, Vanessa LEE (both Western NSW), Own GOALS
1 Amanda AUROUSSEAU, Kim CROCKER, Nicole SOMI (all ACT Cobras), Caitlan JARVIE, Zoeie REDMAN (both NSW Thunder), Ivana BOJANOVIC (NSW Lightning), Georgie BRIDGES, Leigh FERGUSON, Tiffany ROBERTS (all Queensland), Michelle PETSCHY (Southern NSW), Megan EMBLETON, Anna ERRINGTON, Diana GIARDINO (all Western NSW), Chloe DRINOCZKY, Natalie EXON, Leisl WOODS (all Victoria)

