32nd FFA Futsal National Championships

OPEN MEN – DAY ONE
NSW Lightning began the defence of their FFA Futsal National Championships title with a hard-fought 2-2 draw against hosts ACT Cobras at a packed AIS Arena. The Lightning, who stunned the Futsal community by claiming the 2010 crown against all odds, came from a goal down to lead before being pegged back late in the game by the Cobras.
The home team got off to a perfect start with an early goal to new recruit Adrian Vizzari, the former NSW representative sweeping home at the end of a slick ACT move much to the delight of the home support that dominated the terraces,

Lightning however showed their resilience and, despite trailing by that goal at the interval, got themselves back into the match with a brace of superb goals. Kane Wright levelled proceedings with a low finish beyond Angelo Konstantinou before man of the match Daniel Fogarty latched onto a perceptive Wright through ball to round the prostrate Cobras shot-stopper and slide the ball into the empty net for a wonderful goal.

The Cobras though hit back and managed to pilfer a late equaliser when Misko Naumoski pounced on a cut back at the end of a terrific team move to calmly finish through a crowd of players and ensure the ACT team a share of the spoils. 
Southern NSW Flames tops Pool A after a high-scoring 5-3 victory over Northern NSW. Kevin Oliviera was the star of the show for the Flames scoring twice for his team whilst team mates Thomas Taylor, Ali Bazzi and Luis Carneiro had Southern NSW 5-1 ahead close to the conclusion of the match before a late brace to Hakan Canli made the score line more respectable for Northern. Earlier Pouria Bashardoust had netted Northern NSW first goal of the competition. 

NSW Thunder were held in their opener by a spirited ACT Colts team in Pool B that led for the vast majority of the match. The Colts took a first half lead through the feisty Callum Beaton and held the lead for most of the encounter. Late on Daine Merrin equalised for the Thunder but the Colts could have won it at the death when Elia Salloum spooned a chance over the bar in the end the draw was a fair result. 
STATISTICS

Tasmania – Bye
ACT Cobras 2 (Adrian Vizzari, Misko Naumoski) NSW Lightning 2 (Kane Wright, Daniel Fogarty)
Northern NSW 3 (Pouria Bashardoust, Hakan Canli (2)) Southern NSW Flame 5 (Kevin Oliviera (2), Thomas Taylor, Ali Bazzi, Luis Carneiro)
TABLE – POOL A

	Pos
	Team
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	GD
	Pts

	1
	Southern NSW
	1
	1
	0
	0
	5
	3
	+2
	3

	2
	ACT Cobras
	1
	0
	1
	0
	2
	2
	0
	2

	3
	NSW Lightning
	1
	0
	1
	0
	2
	2
	0
	2

	4
	Tasmania
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	5
	Northern NSW
	1
	0
	0
	1
	3
	5
	-2
	0


Southern NSW – Bye

NSW Thunder 1 (Daine Merrin) ACT Colts 1 (Callum Beaton)
Victoria v South Australia – late match 
TABLE – POOL B
	Pos
	Team
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	GD
	Pts

	1
	ACT Colts
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2

	2
	NSW Thunder
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2

	3
	South Australia 
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	4
	Southern NSW
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	5
	Victoria
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


LEADING SCORERS
2 Hakan CANLI (Northern NSW), Kevin OLIVIERA (Southern NSW)
1 Misko NAUMOSKI, Adrian VIZZARI (both ACT Cobras), Callum BEATON (ACT Colts), Daniel FOGARTY, Kane WRIGHT (both NSW Lightning), Daine MERRIN (NSW Thunder), Pouria BASHARDOUST (Northern NSW), Ali BAZZI, Luis CARNEIRO, Thomas TAYLOR (all Southern NSW)
