32nd FFA Futsal National Championships

OPEN WOMEN – DAY FOUR
THUNDER AND COBRAS TO BATTLE FOR CROWN
NSW Thunder and ACT Cobras will meet in the Women’s Open Grand Final after an evening of drama in the semi-finals saw them defeat Queensland and Western NSW respectively in contrasting styles. 
FINAL POOL MATCHES

In the final round of pool matches defending champions Queensland snuck through to the semi-finals by the skin of their teeth having to rely on favours from others to make the final four. Having seen their squad decimated by injury over the last week the Maroons were left waiting on other results after losing their last pool game 1-3 to Southern NSW. Effi Rodopoulos, Hayley Buckingham and Kylie Meehan netted for Southern with Brooke Skelly responding for Queensland. That left Queensland relying on NSW Thunder and ACT Cobras to both win to advance them in the tournament and that was exactly what happened. 
The Thunder were too strong for Victoria despite falling behind to an early goal scored by Leisl Woods. Stephanie Haim scored twice for Thunder with Claire Walsh adding the other as the Thunder roared home to win 3-1. The loss eliminated Victoria. NSW Lightning headed into their match with ACT Cobras needing a win or a draw having lost their meeting with Queensland earlier in the week and therefore trailing on the head-to-head count back. Unfortunately for the Lightning a sole goal, scored by Maja Blasch, ended their participation as the Cobras entered the semi-finals tie with Western NSW on a high having won 1-0. 

STATISTICS

Round 7
Queensland 1 (Brooke Skelly) Southern NSW 3 (Effi Rodopoulos, Hayley Buckingham, Kylie Meehan)
NSW Thunder 3 (Stephanie Haim (2), Claire Walsh) Victoria 1 (Liesl Woods)
NSW Lightning 0 ACT Cobras 1 (Maja Blasch)
SEMI FINALS

SF1: NSW Thunder 6 (Natasha Lo Guidice (3), Stephanie Haim (2), Zoeie Redman) Queensland 1 (Brooke Skelly)
Queensland’s brave defence of their Futsal Nationals crown dissipated against a ruthless NSW with the Maroons running out of players, and subsequently legs, having been reduced to seven fit players after being hammered by injuries. That lack of depth was exposed by a Thunder team who started the competition slowly but have clicked into form as they head into the Grand Final. After both teams traded blows in the opening exchanges it was the Thunder who suddenly surged ahead with three goals within four minutes. Natasha Lo Guidice opened her account, the first of a hat-trick, when she slotted in a penalty awarded after a foul by Trudy Bartlett and, after Lo Guidice had put a goal on a plate for Stephanie Haim, she repeated the feat for Zoeie Redman to net. Brooke Skelly, the Queensland Captain, led by example by pulling a goal back via a close range volley but a second Haim goal on the stroke of the half-time whistle following a goalmouth scramble sealed the result. Lo Guidice was left free twice in the second half to complete her hat-trick as Queensland’s long week finally caught up with them. 
SF2: ACT Cobras 2 (Nicole Somi, Luisa Marzotto) Western NSW 1 (Melissah Parlato)
The ACT Cobras made sure they would be returning to the Grand Final for the second year in succession after seeing off Western NSW, as expected, but the home team were made to work exceptionally hard to progress against a team they had beaten 4-0 only yesterday evening. A tight first half looked set to end goal less before the Cobras broke the deadlock minutes before the break. Luisa Marzotto shot goalwards with power and the ball bounced kindly to the advancing Nicole Somi who swept into the net. Western fought back in the second half though and deservedly equalised six minutes in when Melissah Parlato got on the end of a swift attack to shoot into the net past Klara Manenica, Western NSW sensed an upset but it was not to be as the Cobras gained the winner three minutes from time. Marzotto received the ball with her back to goal and swivelled to send an unstoppable shot into the top corner and book a final berth. 
TABLE 

	Pos
	Team
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	GD
	Pts

	1
	NSW Thunder
	6
	5
	0
	1
	14
	7
	+7
	15

	2
	ACT Cobras
	6
	3
	2
	1
	15
	10
	+5
	13

	3
	Western NSW
	6
	2
	2
	2
	10
	16
	-6
	10

	4
	Queensland
	6
	2
	1
	3
	13
	13
	0
	8

	5
	NSW Lightning
	6
	2
	1
	3
	7
	6
	+1
	8

	6
	Victoria
	6
	1
	2
	3
	11
	15
	-4
	7

	7
	Southern NSW
	6
	2
	0
	4
	10
	13
	-3
	6


LEADING SCORERS

6 Stephanie HAIM (NSW Thunder)
5 Luisa MARZOTTO (ACT Cobras), Natasha LO GUIDICE (NSW Thunder), Kate ORKILD (Queensland)
4 Brooke SKELLY (Queensland), Hayley BUCKINGHAM (Southern NSW)
3 Maja BLASCH, Becky ROCHE (ACT), Renee TOMKINS, Claire WALSH (both NSW Thunder), Effi RODOPOULOS (Southern NSW), Melissah PARLATTO (Western NSW)
2 Sarah CRITTENDEN, Nicole SOMI (both ACT Cobras), Jasmina KASIC, Sarah SEMAAN, Jo-Anne SALIBA (all NSW Lightning), Zoeie REDMAN (NSW Thunder), Sophie LAMBERTON (Queensland), Lauren FARRUGIA, Stephanie PELUSO, Stephanie TANTI, Leisl WOODS (all Victoria), Lauren DIDUCSZKO, Vanessa LEE (both Western NSW), Own GOALS
1 Amanda AUROUSSEAU, Kim CROCKER (both ACT Cobras), Caitlan JARVIE (NSW Thunder), Ivana BOJANOVIC (NSW Lightning), Georgie BRIDGES, Leigh FERGUSON, Tiffany ROBERTS (all Queensland), Kylie MEEHAN, Michelle PETSCHY (Southern NSW), Megan EMBLETON, Anna ERRINGTON, Diana GIARDINO (all Western NSW), Chloe DRINOCZKY, Natalie EXON (both Victoria)
