32nd FFA Futsal National Championships

OPEN MEN – DAY FOUR
THUNDER TO MEET VICTORIA FOR FINAL GLORY
NSW Thunder will play Victoria in the final of the men’s open at the FFA Futsal National Championships after Day four of action was completed with the knock out stages. 
QUARTER FINALS

QF1: NSW LIGHTNING 4 (Danny Martinez (2), Pat Pace, Mark Symington) ACT COLTS 2 (Travis Dries, Goran Josifovski)
NSW Lightning booked a semi-final berth after defeating ACT Colts 4-2 in a high-intensity quarter final match. The game was fiercely contested with both teams racking up a plethora of yellow cards and the Colts seeing Callum Beaton dismissed for a second caution. The home team took the lead in the first half when Travis Dries was on hand to mop up after a corner was spilled by the Lightning goalkeeper, but the NSW team wasn’t fazed and with Danny Martinez enjoying his best game of the tournament were soon level. A shot on the turn by Martinez flashed in off the inside of the post to make it 1-1. A sloppy turnover early in the second half by the Colts allowed Patrick Pace to race away and coolly slot home before a moment of inspiration from Goran Josifovski, the forward cutting inside and unleashing a low right foot effort into the bottom corner, brought the match all square once more. However, any hopes of the Colts making the semi-final stage were soon dispelled as Martinez upped the ante. The skilful Lightning player made space to surge past his marker and crash a shot into the net, before picking his way past a number of Colts challenges to lay the ball on a plate to Mark Symington who slotted in from close range to seal the result. 
QF2: ACT COBRAS 3 (Trent Flanigan, George Cattanach, Angelo Konstantinou) SOUTHERN NSW 3 (Giovanni Leuzzi (2), Peter Gaffney) – after extra time, ACT Cobras win 4-3 on penalties
The ACT Cobras were forced to come from 0-2 and 2-3 behind to eventually see off Southern NSW in a penalty shoot-out in an epic quarter final clash at the AIS Arena. Southern NSW threatened a huge upset when forging into a two-goal lead midway through the second half after carving open the Cobras defence with two magnificent goals. Giovanni Leuzzi was the beneficiary on each occasion, tapping in from close in, but the approach work was Futsal at its very best with Gavin Schipp in superb form. The Cobras have plenty of experience though and halved the deficit when Trent Flanigan curled in a beauty from distance before Pat Ross-Magee skipped past two tackles to give George Cattanach a simple equaliser. Not to be outdone Southern hit back almost immediately. Joseph Foti won a turnover and fed Peter Gaffney who seemed to have won it for his team. The ACT responded though and a set-play ended with goalkeeper Angelo Konstantinou smashing a long range effort into the net to level the scores at 3-3. The penalty shoot out was always going to throw up a fall guy and, on this occasion, it was Southern’s Christian Ristevski who saw his kick saved allowing Cattanach to send the Cobras into the last four. 
QF3: VICTORIA 2 (Vadim Mazurskiy, Fernando De Moraes) NORTHERN NSW 0
Victoria recorded a routine 2-0 victory over Northern NSW to book their semi-final match where they will face ACT Cobras. The Victorians were always in control of the match against Northern but had to wait until the 17th minute to break the deadlock. A shot from Marcos Barbosa seemed to be heading wide until it was deflected in from close range by Vadim Mazurskiy. Having gained the lead Victoria controlled the temp of the match and added a second midway through the second half. Fernando De Moraes, who has become increasingly influential as the week has gone on, took advantage of hesitancy in the Northern defence to fire in a killer second. To their credit Northern refused to buckle an almost pulled themselves back into the contest when Nathan Baker saw a thunderbolt shot pushed brilliantly to safety by Victoria goalkeeper Dianoush Rasoulzadeh-Seysan. That was the closest Northern came to breaking through as Victoria eased towards the coveted Grand Final spot. 
QF4: NSW THUNDER 6 (Chris Zeballos (3), Shervin Adeli (2), Daine Merrin) SOUTHERN NSW FLAME 0
NSW Thunder turned on the style to overpower Southern NSW Flame in a one-side quarter final. The Thunder were in excellent form and once Daine Merrin had given them an early lead inside of two minutes rarely looked backwards. The Flame tried their best and battled throughout the match but were clearly no match for their more experienced opponents. Chris Zeballos was in sparkling form and proved deadly in front of goal with a well-take hat-trick, one before half time and a quick fire brace in the second twenty minutes. Shervin Adeli added a double to Zeballos’ treble as the Thunder moved ominously into gear ahead of the semi-final showdown with New South Wales peers the Lightning. Throughout the game the Thunder were slick and enterprising in attack and robust ion defence and looked a completely different outfit to the one that scraped through from the Pool stage. For the Flames reaching this stage was a huge achievement and despite their best endeavours they were second best on the day. 
9th/10th PO: – TASMANIA 2 (Liam Scott, Jacob Clamp) SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5 (Jarrod Noel (2), Nick Bucco, Chris Casiero, Raff Frisina)
South Australia came from 2-0 down to defeat Tasmania 5-2 in the ninth and tenth place play off. Tasmania looked good for the win when leading by the double at the break thanks to goals from Liam Scott and Jacob Clamp, but it was a resurgent Reds who emerged after the interval. Jarrod Noel struck two goals, before being sent off after receiving two yellow cards, whilst Chris Bucco, Chris Casiero and Raff Frisina completed the comeback victory. 
SEMI-FINALS

SF1:  NSW Lightning 3 (Danny Martinez (2), Aaron Cimitile) NSW Thunder 4 (Tobias Seeto, Chris Zeballos (2), Simon Keith)
NSW Thunder struck late on defeat rivals NSW Lightning 4-3 in an epic semi-final match-up. Tobias Seeto swept in the 36th minute winner from a quick break to dump defending champions NSW Lightning out of the competition and gain a measure of revenge for last season’s semi-final upset. In a game that had pretty much everything, including the dismissal of Lightning’s Patrick Pace for two yellow card offences, it was Thunder who were quickest out of the blocks taking the lead in the 5th minute via a Simon Keith free-kick. Danny Martinez equalised for the Lightning before another free-kick, this time from Chris Zeballos restored the Thunder’s lead. After the interval Daniel Fogarty stepped on the accelerator to fire in a cross that Martinez gleefully finished before Zeballos added his second, executing a superb finish to Keith’s break. Aaron Cimitile seemed to have sent the match into extra-time when he equalised for the third time before the late dismissal of Pace and Seeto’s dramatic match-winner. 

SF2: ACT Cobras 1 (Angelo Konstantinou) Victoria 2 (Vadim Mazurskiy, Joa Da Silva)
A goal from Joa Da Silva deep into extra-time sent Victoria to the men’s open final at the expense of the ACT Cobras. In an entertaining match it took seventeen minutes for the first goal to be scored when Vadim Mazurskiy took a ball on the turn and fired a crisp finish into the net past Angelo Konstantinou in the Cobras goal. The ACT ‘keeper was on the score sheet in the quarter final and he rescued his team again four minutes from full time when he blasted a free kick into the back of the Victoria net. Extra-time was needed and when Da Silva scored in the first period with barely a minute to play things looked bleak for the home side. Backed by a vociferous support Victoria held on and when Adrian Vizzari blazed a six-metre free shot wide of goal the Cobras hopes of a repeat final appearance were dashed. 
FINAL POOL STATISTICS

Pool A

Northern NSW 2 (Nathan Baker, Hakan Canli) NSW Lightning 3 (Daniel Fogarty, Kane Wright Shane Ardle)
TABLE – POOL A

	Pos
	Team
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	GD
	Pts

	1
	NSW Lightning
	4
	3
	1
	0
	14
	8
	+6
	11

	2
	ACT Cobras
	4
	2
	2
	0
	13
	4
	+9
	10

	3
	Southern NSW Flame
	4
	1
	1
	2
	11
	13
	-2
	5

	4
	Northern NSW
	4
	1
	0
	3
	8
	13
	-5
	3

	5
	Tasmania
	4
	1
	0
	3
	5
	13
	-8
	3


Round 5

NSW Thunder 5 (Yavuz Ekcini (2), Tobias Seeto, Daine Merrin, Chris Zeballos) South Australia 0
Southern NSW 1 (Shane Soutter) Victoria 1 (Eduardo Waldron)
TABLE – POOL B
	Pos
	Team
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	GD
	Pts

	1
	Victoria
	4
	2
	1
	1
	8
	5
	+3
	8

	2
	NSW Thunder
	4
	2
	1
	1
	10
	5
	+5
	8

	3
	Southern NSW
	4
	1
	2
	1
	9
	9
	0
	7

	4
	ACT Colts
	4
	1
	2
	1
	6
	7
	-1
	7

	5
	South Australia 
	4
	1
	1
	2
	7
	14
	-7
	3


LEADING SCORERS
7 Chris ZEBALLOS (NSW Thunder)
6 Danny MARTINEZ (NSW Lightning)
4 Nick BUCCO (South Australia), Giovanni LEUZZI, Engelo RUMORA (both Southern NSW), Luis CARNEIRO (Southern NSW Flame), Fernando DE MORAES (Victoria)
3 Misko NAUMOSKI (ACT Cobras), Yavuz EKINCI, Daine MERRIN (both NSW Thunder), Raff FRISINA (South Australia), Vadim MAZURSKIY (Victoria)
2 Angelo KONSTANTINOU, Scott MANSON, Dustin WELLS (all ACT Cobras), Taylor BEATON (ACT Colts), Aaron CIMITILE, Daniel FOGARTY, Jordan MUNDELL, Mark SYMINGTON, Kane WRIGHT (all NSW Lightning), Shervin ADELI, Simon KEITH, Tobias SEETO (all NSW Thunder), Hakan CANLI, Pouria BASHARDOUST (both Northern NSW), Jarrod NOEL (South Australia), Shane SOUTTER (Southern NSW), Kevin OLIVIERA, Thomas TAYLOR (both Southern NSW Flame), Adam HUSSENI Liam SCOTT (both Tasmania) Joa DA SILVA (Victoria)
1 George CATTANACH, Trent FLANIGAN, Marcial MUNOZ, Adrian VIZZARI (all ACT Cobras), Callum BEATON, Adrian DOWLING, Travis DRIES, Goran JOSIFOVSKI, Jason O’DWYER (all ACT Colts), Patrick PACE (NSW Lightning), Daniel FULTON (NSW Thunder), Luke DRINKWATER, Hassem TABATABAEE (Northern NSW), Chris CASIERO, Chris DEAN, Liam MOLLER (all South Australia), Joseph FOTI, Peter GAFFNEY (Southern NSW), Ali BAZZI, Kane EDWARDS, Christian RISTEVSKI (all Southern NSW Flame), Andrew CLARK, Jacob CLAMP, Joshua QUAN (all Tasmania), Andre CARLO SILVA, Resit CULCULOGLU, Eduardo WALDRON (both Victoria), Own GOALS
