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Media Release

Canberra: Friday, 11th January 2008
Best of the Best Crowned on Finals Day

After three full days of futsal and nearly a thousand games it was time to crown the 2008 national champions in sixteen divisions at the home of national sport, the AIS Arena.

It was the youngest to kick things off this morning with Victoria and NSW doing battle in the boys under 11’s final – a rematch from last year’s final. Victoria came into the match as defending championships but found it difficult against a hungry NSW out for revenge from 2007. NSW returning across the boarder with the title thanks to a (5-2?) victory. 

In the girls 11’sfinal, it was a battle of NSW with the Thunder taking on the Lightening. A last minute goal in the second half from Lightening sent the match into extra time and subsequent after scores were locked at 3-3 at full time and extra time. The penalties were just as nail biting with the light blues eventually winning 3-2.

NSW made it four from four when the Thunder convincingly defeated Victoria (8-1) in the final of the Boys 12’s and the Lightening in the Girls 12’s. Two goals within a minute was the catalyst behind a 5-1 score line at half time with Victoria scoring in the last play before the break. In the second half, Victoria came out determined to make a match of it but some great goal keeping kept NSW in control. Three further goals in the second half sealing the back to back national titles for the Thunder. 

Whist in the Girls 12’s final, another NSW derby went to extra time following a 4-all draw at the conclusion of full time. Thunder at one stage led 3-1, but three unanswered goals by the Lightening gave the girls in dark blue the lead until the Thunder equalised late in the match. The Lightening took a step closer to claiming the title after a break down in communication between defenders and keeper saw the ball evade everyone in the last minute of the first period of extra time. The 6-4 victory was seal with a goal in the final moments for the NSW Lightening. 

After a furious start in the Boys 13’s final it settled down but not until it was 2-1 to Victoria after only a minute. At half time nothing could separate the two sides with both teams level at 3-all.  It was looking likely to head to extra time until Victoria broke NSW’s strangle hold on the national championships. A last minute goal giving Victoria their first national title of the 2008 Championships.

It was a very similar fairy tale in the Girls 13’s match between NSW Thunder and Lightening with a last minute goal giving the Lightening the national championship and NSW their fifth title of the day. At half time it was 1-all in a very even contest. After the break it was the Lightening who took the lead but the Thunder replied. It wasn’t until the final minute that the Lightening score what turned out to be the winner to claim the 13 girls national title. 

Queensland became the second team of the day to win a national title other than NSW when they defeated NSW 4-1. Signs looked ominous from the start when the Maroons took the lead in the first minute of play. NSW levelled the scores 1-all but it was all Queensland after that scoring a further three goals to ensure the Girls 14’s title headed north.

Meanwhile in the Boys 14’s, it was another battle between NSW Thunder and Lightening. The Thunder opened the scoring only for the Lightening to reply. The Thunder scoring on another three occasions before the half time break. The match came alive in the second half when the Lightening scraped one back to make it 4-2 but frustration crept into the game from there for the Lightening after conceding another. Thunder went on the win 7-2 against a depleted Lightening side after disciplinary issues.

It was again an all NSW affair in the Girls and Boys 15’s finals, with the Thunder winning the girls division 5-2 while the Lightening comprehensively defeated the Lightening 9-4 in a goal fest. Thunder took the lead after opening the scoring but the Lightening answered back with five unanswered goals at half time. The Thunder made it interesting for a while then they came back and nearly levelled the scores after scoring the first three in the second half to make it 5-4. The Lightening went on to score the final four goals to finish the match 9-4.

As was the theme of the day, it was an all blue final again in the boys and girls 16’s division. It was a thriller in the boys comp as the Lightening edged out the Thunder 6-5 after coming back from 4-1 down. In the girls final, the Thunder ran out 4-1 victors after conceding the first goal they never looked back scoring the next four.

Following the juniors, it was time for the men to strut their stuff with the ACT Cobras taking on the NSW Thunder. The Cobras opened the scoring from a set piece that found its way through a sea of legs and into the back of the net. NSW level the scores but then chose to sit back and let the ACT come in waves of attack which eventually resulted in a goal for the Cobras after a shot from distance wasn’t cleaned up by the keeper and finished into a gaping goal with only five minutes to go. While the ACT dominated possession in the second half, NSW threw everything they had towards the Cobras desperate to find an equalising goal including rolling the dice and sending the keeper up to act as an extra player. The win sealing the ACT’s first national title of the 2008 championships.

It was the women’s turn to shine and that they did by entertaining the good crowd by playing attacking and exciting futsal that could only be decided in penalties. NSW scored the opening goal and it wasn’t until later in the match the Queensland would eventually level the scores after a goal mouth scramble lead to a sending off for denying on obvious goal scoring opportunity, Queensland scoring on the ensuing penalty to even the score and send the match into extra time. Neither side found the back of the net during extra time so it was off to penalties to decide the winner. Little could separate the sides with scores level still after the first five shooters, it came down to sudden death penalties with NSW eventually winning. 

The ACT claimed their second title of the day when they defeated the NSW Thunder 3-2 in the final of the Youth Men category. NSW had defeated the ACT convincingly during the pool stages but past results meant little in the decider. Great goal keeping from both teams kept their respective teams in with the chance but it was the ACT that came away with the spoils. While in the Youth Women, the ACT had the chance to make it three from three on the final day but fatigue saw even the simplest of skills seem increasingly difficult. It was a tough and bruising encounter but once the Thunder opened the scoring it was no looking back. A long throw from the NSW keeper was headed past a hapless ACT keeper to give NSW the lead.  While life only got harder for the local side as the Thunder found the back of the net a further three times to finish as national champions with a 4-0 victory.
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