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Media Release

Canberra: Wednesday, 2nd January 2008 


2008 National Futsal Championships Quickly Approaching
With Christmas and New Years well and truly over for another year, focus now turns to the 2008 National Futsal Championships which kicks off in five days at the AIS Arena on Monday, 7th January. The championships for some mean the opportunity to wear their state colours at the highest level on our shores, while for others; the tournament provides a chance to impress national selectors, ahead of the upcoming 2008 FIFA World Cup in Brazil.

Australia has a proud history at the Futsal World Cup having attended every single tournament since its inception in 1989; a feat which has only been achieved by three other nations, Brazil, Spain and Argentina.

Whist the national team, ‘Futsalroos’, has never made it past the group stage of a World Cup, the ACT has always been well represented in the team with Goran Josifovski, Trent Flanigan and Angelo Konstantiniou currently in the squad and Matt Whyte looking to make his return to the international scene having taken part in 2000 FIFA Futsal World Cup. 

Other representatives include, current premiership defender from Canberra FC, Elliot Zwangonbani who laced up his boots for the past three World Cups (1996 – Spain, 2000 – Guatemala, 2004 – Chinese Taipei) and the 2007 Capital Football Premier League Golden Boot winner, Belconnen United’s Daniel Macor who also took part in the 2000 FIFA Futsal World Cup along with Elia Salloum rounding out the ACT Australian players taking part in the 2008 championships.

The ACT has assembled a Men’s Open Cobras squad with enough fire power and experience to take down any opposition with the team of twelve consisting of seven former or current Futsalroos lining up for an assault on the national title.

A final hit out for the Men’s Open Cobra team will take place this weekend with a few trial matches arranged against the Men’s Open 2nds (Colts) and youth teams ahead of their opening match of the championships against the Solomon Islands on Tuesday, 8th January at the AIS Training Hall with kick off set for 10:00am.  
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ACT MEN’S OPEN COBRAS(1ST TEAM):

Angelo Konstantinou (GK) 
Matt Whyte 
Elia Salloum 
Trent Flanigan 
Daniel Macor 
Elliot Zwangobani 
Matt Menser

Ben Klug (GK)

Goran Josifovski 
Tony Aleksovski

Marcel Munoz
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