[image: image1.jpg]UTS‘\I\

)

CAPITAL

FOOTBALL



Capital Football - Futsal
Part of the Capital Football Family
Southern Cross Basketball Stadium

Cowlishaw St Greenway ACT 2900  

Ph: (02) 6293 2223   Fax: (02) 6293 2224

Email: info@actfutsal.asn.au Web: www.actfutsal.asn.au  

ABN: 16 413 452 268

Media Release

Canberra: Saturday, 5th January 2008


Futsal First for Foreign Friends
The 2008 National Futsal Championships in Canberra this week will see the future of Papua New Guinea football make their indoor debut with two sides playing in the boys 12’s and 14’s competitions. 

While football may be the sport of choice for our island neighbours, the teams from the Kokopo Development Program will be playing Futsal for the first time on Australian soil this week.

Though none of them have played competitive Futsal before, coach Spencer Manhi, a PNG international player himself, is confident his boys will make the Pacific nation proud after a few training sessions on a local indoor basketball court.

“It’s going to be a bit of a surprise; in PNG we don’t have the facilities. I play Futsal myself so I’ve taught the boys a few things and the rules of the game,” Manhi said.

“We should do well; the boys are really good and have played in Oceania tournaments before in front of big crowds so it should be alright… I’m not expecting too much from them”   

The development program was established by the Kokopo Schools Soccer Association only twelve months ago with aim of encouraging young Papuans to focus on football.

“In the program we try to groom teams to promote football,” program director Mary Manhi said.

“We do lots of work and we try to takes these kids out to tournaments. Last year in 2007 we went to three tournaments, the OFC festival in Port Moresby and they did very well. We topped our country so it’s really motivated us to play in other tournaments.”

“These kids are a part of an elite squad, they are training everyday. They [go to] school, but after school they’re in the program…the parents are really focused on that”

While results may not be the ultimate focus for the young travelling squads, coach Spencer Manhi is hoping that the boys will learn from their experience in Canberra.

“I’ve explained to the boys that Futsal is really good for them and improve aspects of their games. They can become better soccer players,” said Spencer Manhi.

Papua New Guinea is one of two international countries taking part in the national titles with the Solomon Islands bringing three teams of their own to compete including their men’s national Futsal team to compete in the Open division ahead of their Futsal World Cup qualifiers.

The majority of the Solomon national Futsal team will be the under-14 Solomon Island boys teams that contested the 2004 titles in Canberra.

 The Kokopo under-12 boys team kick off their campaign against Tasmania on Tuesday morning, while the 14-boys start their title campaign against Queensland.

 The opening ceremony will start at 5pm Monday, 7th January at AIS Arena followed by an open men's match between Victoria and the Solomon Islands.
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